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What is the Bowel Cancer Screening Programme

Aim of the Programme

Screening aims to detect bowel cancer at an early stage in people with no symptoms. This is when treatment is more
likely to be effective. Screening can also find polyps. These are abnormal clumps of cells in the bowel. Polyps are
not cancers but may develop into cancers over time. Polyps can be easily removed, which reduces the risk of bowel
cancer developing. Regular bowel cancer screening reduces the risk of dying from bowel cancer.
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What is the Bowel Cancer Screening Programme
The Screening Test

e The bowel cancer screening test comes as a kit known as the Faecal Immunochemical Test kit or, FIT kit for short.
e The kit requires 1 sample of poo in a small plastic sample bottle which is then posted to a laboratory for testing.
e Everything required for the test, will be sent to the individual and included within the pack.

e The kit is used to check for tiny amounts of blood in poo. It does not diagnose bowel cancer, but it's a simple way to find out if
someone may require further tests.

e Forinformation on how to use a bowel cancer screening kit, please see the following link - this is also available in multiple
languages: Bowel Cancer Screening Kit : How to use

There are 2 types of result:

e No further tests needed - invited to do another screening test in 2 years (if still under
75)

e  Further tests needed - blood was found in the poo sample. This does not necessarily
mean the person has bowel cancer (the blood could be the result of something like
piles). The person will be offered an appointment to talk about having another test called
a colonoscopy to look for the cause.

» For further information on bowel screening or results, please see the following website;

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/bowel-cancer-screening/home-test/



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-kit-how-to-use
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/bowel-cancer-screening/home-test/

Useful Contacts for Lancashire & South Cumbria
and Cheshire & Merseyside

Contact email

NHSE North West Screening & Immunisation Team (general england.nwsit@nhs.net
enquiries)
Lancashire Bowel Cancer Screening Programme lucy.stanley2@nhs.net

(Blackpool Teaching Hospital NHS Foundation Trust)

Cumbria & Morecambe Bay Bowel Cancer Screening Programme Cumbria.BowelCancerScreeningService@mbht.nhs.uk

(University Hospitals of Morecambe Bay NHS Foundation Trust)

Cheshire Bowel Cancer Screening Programme Bowel.Screening@mcht.nhs.uk
(Mid Cheshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust)

Merseyside and North Cheshire Bowel Cancer Screening b.screening@nhs.net
Programme

(Liverpool University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust)

Liverpool & Wirral Bowel Cancer Screening Programme lwbcsp@liverpoolft.nhs.uk

(Liverpool University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust)
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North West Call for a Kit Teams (CFAK)

Working in partnership with GP practices across the region to target non-responders and improve
access to, and uptake of, bowel cancer screening in communities

Contact email

Lancashire & South Cumbria CFAK team bfwh.lancscfak@nhs.net
(Blackpool Teaching Hospital & Community CVS)
Cheshire & Merseyside CFAK team BowelScreeningCallForAKit@liverpoolft.nhs.uk

(Liverpool University Hospital Foundation Trust)

Video — How CFAK Is Improving Access
and Uptake of Bowel Cancer Screening

LSC CFAK Video



mailto:bfwh.lancscfak@nhs.net
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The Bowel Screening Hub

The North West is supported by the Midlands and North West Bowel Cancer
Screening Hub, which processes all FIT test kits for the region.

Understanding the Bowel Cancer Screening Hub — videos

Bowel cancer screening hub process
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGKALsBGQ/swObGH2mPzFq3gx5yEW3EA/wat
ch?utm_content=DAG]KkALsBGQ&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link
2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlld=h39200d6a8b

Bowel cancer screening mythbuster
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGKC1CJb50/6ImE33jcGISMefeskKSuOcg/watch?
utm_content=DAGKC1CJb50&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&u
tm_source=uniquelinks&utlld=h0a9f33cbe6
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Bowel Cancer Screening — Improving Uptake for

Non-Responders
. d . A third-party request allows a GP practice to request a
GP Practice 3" pa rty kit req uests | bowel cancer screening kit on behaif of an eligible

registered patient who has not responded to an invitation.

GP practices with bowel cancer screening uptake below 67% are eligible to implement third-party requests
(Uptake data available via Public Health Profiles — OHID) Eingertips | Department of Health and Social Care

Practices can express interest by contacting the NHS North West and Midlands Bowel Cancer Screening Hub:
bowelscreening@nhs.net

The Hub will issue an agreement form and best practice checklist to support:
. Activation of third-party requests
. |dentification of eligible registered patients

For individuals with identified additional needs, practices can notify the Hub via the same route to ensure reasonable
adjustments, including:

Learning disability flagging
Translated materials
Adapted or braille screening kits


https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/
mailto:bowelscreening@nhs.net

NW resources and reports | |
> FutureNHS 0 o socount

NHSE have a lot of resources on their FutureNHS page accessed here: NHSE North West Public Health Commissioning Team (S7a
Screening and Immunisation Programmes) - FutureNHS Collaboration Platform

NW Disability Report: Disability Report - NHSE North West Public Health Commissioning Team (S7a Screening and Immunisation
Programmes) - FutureNHS Collaboration Platform

NW Care Co-ordinators Toolkit: North WWest Care Co-ordinator toolkit Improving Uptake of NHS Screening Programmes - NHSE North
West Public Health Commissioning Team (S7a Screening and Immunisation Programmes) - FutureNHS Collaboration Platform

NW Learning Disability toolkit: 2025.26_ NHSE NW_L earning Disability Toolkit Cancer Screening - NHSE North West Public Health
Commissioning Team (S7a Screening and Immunisation Programmes) -FutureNHS Collaboration Platform

NW Cervical Screening Resource Pack: 2025 Cervical Screening Resource Pack - NHSE North West Public Health Commissioning
Team (S7a Screening and Immunisation Programmes) — Futures

NW Breast Screening Resource Pack: 2025 Breast Screening Resource Pack - NHSE North West Public Health Commissioning Team
(S7a Screening and Immunisation Programmes) - Futures

CRUK How Healthcare Professionals can support people to access Bowel Cancer Screening: Bowel Cancer Screening | Cancer
Research UK

CRUK Bowel Cancer Screening Primary Care Good Practice Guide: cruk_bowel cancer_screening_good_practice_guide.pdf
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https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/cancer-screening/bowel-cancer-screening
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/cancer-screening/bowel-cancer-screening
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/2HPjZdtUoTYpA9W16iz9N9/e4acdecd3f5e2e504972537cc0d51a33/cruk_bowel_cancer_screening_good_practice_guide.pdf

National Programme Guidance

Bowel cancer screening: programme overview - GOV.UK

» Bowel cancer screening: professional guidance - GOV.UK

» Bowel cancer screening kit: how to use - GOV.UK

« Bowel cancer screening: colonoscopy - GOV.UK

» Bowel cancer screening: having a CT colonography (CTC) scan - GOV.UK

» Bowel cancer screening: information leaflets - GOV.UK

* NHS population screening: access for all - GOV.UK
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/bowel-cancer-screening-programme-overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/bowel-cancer-screening-professional-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-kit-how-to-use
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-colonoscopy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-having-a-ct-colonography-ctc-scan
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/bowel-cancer-screening-information-leaflets
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/nhs-population-screening-access-for-all

Information and Leaflets in easy read and
accessible formats

. - —_—
» Bowel cancer screening — An easy read guide 2

 Bowel _cancer_screening_colonoscopy_easy_guide

An Easy Guide to

- Bowel Cancer Screening CTC scan easy guide Bowel Cancer Screening
. . . 1l d by Catherine Brigh d
» Bowel Cancer Screening Pre Invitation Easy Read ooy ""“‘iu'cé’sl"r’;é‘;‘zi

» Bowel Cancer Screening No Further Tests Easy Read

» Bowel cancer screening letters: BSL signed content - GOV.UK

» Easy read resources: Free stories & resources — Beyond Words

» NHS population screening: access for all - GOV.UK



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/646dfec324315700136f4184/2023.04.17_nhs-bowel-screening_FIT_EasyRead-Leaflet-WebAcc.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5e296ef140f0b62c454600b3/Bowel_cancer_screening_colonoscopy_easy_guide.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5f5a5161e90e07207ff6c237/CTC_scan_easy_guide.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/693fef1cadb5707d9f33d769/Bowel_pre-invitation_easy_read_-_FINAL.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fmedia%2F62690dfad3bf7f55c1ab318a%2FBowel_screening_S2_no_further_tests_easy_read_final.odt&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-accessible-format-informed-choice-letter-content/bowel-cancer-screening-letters-bsl-signed-content
https://www.booksbeyondwords.co.uk/resources-dl
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/nhs-population-screening-access-for-all

Information and Leaflets (including in other
languages)

* Your guide to NHS bowel cancer screening - GOV.UK

This information explains NHS bowel cancer screening and why it is offered. It is English % »)  GBArapcku
available in English and 30 language translations. 1 Deutsch EAAnvIkG
« British Sign Language (BSL) signed content: Taking part in NHS bowel cancer Espafiol =t Francais
screening - GOV.UK A(¥uot BA Magyar

[taliano Lietuviy LatvieSu
AUAT Ua=t gt Polski

» we Portugués Roméana

You can watch a British Sign Language version of NHS bowel cancer screening

» Audio transcript: Your guide to NHS bowel screening podcast - GOV.UK

Pycckun a3bik  Slovensky
A simple animation showing screening tests offered to women and men throughout Soomaali Shagip &LOWD
their lives, including bowel cancer screening, is available:

Turkce YkpaiHcbka )

» English: Population screening explained - GOV.UK Tiéng Viet fEAPY

X

» Urdu, Somali, Romanian, Portuguese, Polish, Mandarin, Lithuanian, Latvian, French,
Bengali: Lifetime screening animations on Vimeo



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks/british-sign-language-bsl-signed-content-taking-part-in-nhs-bowel-cancer-screening
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks/british-sign-language-bsl-signed-content-taking-part-in-nhs-bowel-cancer-screening
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks/audio-transcript-your-guide-to-nhs-bowel-screening-podcast
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/population-screening-explained#lifetime-screening-pathways
https://vimeo.com/user/61483278/folder/3963113?isPrivate=false
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.bg
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.ar
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.el
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.de
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.bn
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.fr
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.fa
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.es
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.hu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.hi
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.gu
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.lv
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.lt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.it
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.pl
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.pa
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.ne
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.ro
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.pt
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.ps
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.sk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.ru
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.ta
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.sq
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.so
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.ur
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.tr
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.zh
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.vi
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/bowel-cancer-screening-benefits-and-risks.zh-tw

Information for lesbian, gay and transgender people

« NHS population screening: information for transgender people - GOV.UK

« NHS population screening: information for trans and non-binary people - GOV.UK

« Trans and non-binary cancer screening | Cancer Research UK

~

AARY

https://www.thequardian.com/society/2024/sep/19/trans-

people-england-missing-vital-cancer-screening

https://www.health.com/gender-diverse-transgender-

people-cancer-screening-8668665
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-population-screening-information-for-transgender-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-population-screening-information-for-transgender-people/nhs-population-screening-information-for-trans-people
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/cancer-symptoms/spot-cancer-early/screening/trans-and-non-binary-cancer-screening
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fsociety%2F2024%2Fsep%2F19%2Ftrans-people-england-missing-vital-cancer-screening&data=05%7C02%7Ckath.lewis1%40nhs.net%7Cdc69d26860f042ef595e08dd5d7a7fb8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638769502885455735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wk%2BLY9sNG%2BTDog3boqniUw6K8g8SSVxRCtvJgPKx61g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fsociety%2F2024%2Fsep%2F19%2Ftrans-people-england-missing-vital-cancer-screening&data=05%7C02%7Ckath.lewis1%40nhs.net%7Cdc69d26860f042ef595e08dd5d7a7fb8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638769502885455735%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wk%2BLY9sNG%2BTDog3boqniUw6K8g8SSVxRCtvJgPKx61g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.com%2Fgender-diverse-transgender-people-cancer-screening-8668665&data=05%7C02%7Ckath.lewis1%40nhs.net%7Cdc69d26860f042ef595e08dd5d7a7fb8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638769502885478185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8B837Te6t5Sd8awb%2Fzlar5Sy9NzGKI1l4AWS0dYs95k%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.com%2Fgender-diverse-transgender-people-cancer-screening-8668665&data=05%7C02%7Ckath.lewis1%40nhs.net%7Cdc69d26860f042ef595e08dd5d7a7fb8%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638769502885478185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8B837Te6t5Sd8awb%2Fzlar5Sy9NzGKI1l4AWS0dYs95k%3D&reserved=0

